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produced his * Baboon Play' (as it was commonly called) in 1877, a
few months after The History of Thaton. It was an immediate success
OR the stage, and 20,000 copies of the play were sold in a short time.

The story, which is an original one, is as follows. The king
awaits the return of his son and heir who is away at a university in
India. In a soliloquy, we learn that he has two other children,
unknown to the people. He was out one day on a hunt in the forest
when he became separated from his followers. When darkness came,
he climbed a tree for shelter, and found himself in the nest of a
baboon, who gave him fruit to eat but forced him to mate with her.
He was kept a prisoner for a year, during which time a son and
daughter were born to the baboon. Both children had the appearance
of human beings. Some time later, he escaped and returned to the
capital, where he told his story in all particulars except that two
children were born to the baboon. As the prince in India is
the child of his queen whom he married only after his misadven-
ture with the baboon, the king thinks that the baboon children,
if still alive, are the real heirs. In the next scene, we find the
prince returning from India with an attendant. They sing and dance
and make humorous speeches. On arrival at the palace, he is at once
crowned king, as his father wishes to retire to the monastery as soon
as possible.

A hunter and his wife are quarrelling, because the husband always
talks and behaves as if he were a nobleman, and because the wife is a
shrew. They are comic characters. To escape from the nagging wife,
he goes into the forest in search of game. A brother and sister are
in the forest. The girl has attained the age of sixteen years, and begs
the brother to tell the story of their birth, as she is now old enough
to know. He tells that their mother was a baboon and that they are
the children of her union with the king of the neighbouring city.
The mother had told him the facts as she lay dying. They go to the
grave of their mother and pray, cry, and sing pathetic songs. The
hunter enters, and in a soliloquy he considers whether the account of
the brother to which he has been listening unseen is true. He has
heard of the king's captivity in the hands of a baboon and therefore
concludes the account to be true. He tells the brother and sister that
he has been sent by the new king to bring them to the city, as they
are his own brother and sister. The two are afraid, and they bewail
their fate in songs, but in the end they decide that they are human
and must go and live among men.